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President’s Corner 
 

Hello everyone, 

I hope everyone enjoyed our auction last month! Thank 

you to everyone who participated! 

 

Gullo’s Garden Center in Hamburg will be hosting our 

2021 show. We will set up Friday June 4th in the latter 

part of the afternoon and take down on Sunday June 

6th. We will be indoors and our trees will be secure. If 

you are going to display a tree we need to know so we 

can have the appropriate name tag for the species of 

tree. We will also be assigning a number to each name 

tag so when the trees are being photographed Vince 

will know whose tree is who’s, just like we have done in 

the past. As always when we ask for help in setting up, 

taking down and spending time at the show to answer 

questions from the visitors the response is tremendous. 

But I have to mention it. We will have flyers available at 

our next meeting for advertising. 

Our May meeting will be a workshop to help people 

prepare their tree/ trees for the show or bring 

something in that you need help with or advise.  

June 19-20 Bill Valavanis will be holding his annual 

spring open house. Each day at 1:00pm Bill will be doing 

a demo. As always there will be a 20% discount offered 

on Trees, tools and pots. See the attached flyer for 

more details.  

 

 

Moss is used to create to an appearance of age along 

with other benefits. Interesting bit of history. The first 

shows in Japan we indoors, like they are today but back 

then only organic fertilizer were used, manure based. 

Moss was placed over the soil to contain the unpleasant 

smell and not for ascetic or horticulture reasons.  

Besides looking good moss will help retain moisture in 

the soil. Some people point out that moss will help 

retain the soil from washing out when you water. If you 

are washing soil away when you are watering you are 

watering too hard.  

Like all things in bonsai ,nothing is as simple as it looks 

and you cannot just grab some moss place it on the soil 

and expect it to live. For moss that is established you 

need to prevent it from growing up the tree trunk and 

keep it off of surface roots as it will damage the bark. 

You can remove moss from the trunk and surface roots 

with a brush by gently scrubbing. You may also wish to 

finish up by dipping your brush in vinegar to kill the 

roots of the moss that have penetrated the bark. A 

couple drops of bleach in water will also work. You can 

also use 1 teaspoon of baking soda to 3 oz. of water. 

Iron Sulfate is also an option.  Do not confuse moss with 

lichens, lichens will not harm your tree.  

There are over 12,000 species of moss so you should be 

able to find some. What type of moss depends on what 

you like, for the most part. You can also use more than 

1 type of moss. The key to mossing is to make it look 
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natural. If you have enough to moss all of the surface go 

ahead just keep it off any surface roots. If you are only 

have some moss do not place it in a pattern, it needs to 

look random but naturally realistic. The best advise is to 

look at pictures from exhibitions and take your cues 

from that.  You have 2 options for getting moss grow it 

or collect it. The internet is filled with tips on how to 

grow moss from spores. I have only tried once and did 

not have good results. I would suggest talking to 

someone who has been successful in growing moss 

from spores. When collecting moss try to collect moss 

that is growing on a hard surface opposed to dirt. 

Bonsai soil is more a hard surface than dirt. Moss that 

has been growing on dirt needs to have the dirt 

removed to the point of not damaging the roots or 

having the clump of moss fall apart. If you keep too 

much dirt on the moss it will kill the moss because it has 

too much water. Do not try to remove the dirt quickly. 

You need to take your time and be gentle. How can to 

much dirt create a problem when the moss came from 

the dirt? Capillary action. In nature the dirt is deep. 

Water on the surface is pulled down and away from the 

surface to the point where the dirt on the surface will 

become dry. (Right now, we are just isolating capillary 

action and not the effect of evaporation which occurs 

simultaneously) The water is pulled from the wet dirt to 

the dry. No different than if you take a piece of paper 

and dip a corner in water, the water is pulled up into 

the paper, this is capillary action at work. This is also 

how plants and trees take in water from the ground. 

The large clump of dirt under the moss is just going to 

retain water as it has no place to transport it other than 

up into the moss. Evaporation will not be enough to dry 

out the dirt.   

 

Scott 

 

 

 

 

 

Events & Information: 
 

Upcoming Bonsai Events 
 

June 5&6 Buffalo Show  Gullo’s 

 

September 11- 12 U.S. National Bonsai 

Exhibition 

 

2021 Monthly Agenda: 
 

May 8th Bring your own tree workshop 

June 12th Young Choe 

July 10th 

August 14th 

September 11-12 No meeting U.S. Nationals  

October 9th John Wiessinger 

November 13th 

December 11th Christmas Dinner 

 

 

2021 Bonsai Society of Upstate New York  

 
May 25 Sean Smith 
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Tree of the Month 

 
By Young Choe, Smoke bush with tasteless 

stonecrop 

 

                

2021 Board Members 
 
 

Scott Russo- President 
Paul Pearson- Treasurer 
Christine Wilkolaski - Board 
 662-9429 membership 
Bob Maxwell- Board 
Kathy Bak- Board 
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